Regarding the fate of Egeria densa in the Rio Cruces estuary, we consider that no new data has been put forward by Harding et al. (2007, et al. (2007) propose that potassium may have caused the effect observed in the microcosm experiments of Mulsow & Grandjean (2006) . This possibility will be tested and published in due course under similar but more precise measurements of the photorespiration of Egeria densa if funds are available.
The arguments of Harding et al. (2007) with respect to the field data of Mulsow & Grandjean (2006) neglect the fact that we are working in a complex aquatic environment, in which residence time and hydraulic and tidal regimes dominate the scenario where all the reactions take place. Mulsow & Grandjean (2006) mentioned that pH and temperature are also major contributors to anion-cation exchange conditions and dominance of CO 2 or HCO 3 in the water. . We insist that this is not a coincidence: this is not a river, it is a sanctuary located in an estuary; this is not distilled water chemistry, a deep water body, or a simple ecosystem.
If the discharge water is as clean as the pulp mill says it is, then why don't they discharge it upstream of the water intake supplying the cellulose plant? This would decrease the impact, if any, to a minimum, with no need to discharge to the nearby sea. 
